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No. 425 Washington, D. C. October 10, 1931 


PLEASE DO NOT DELAY STOCK REPORT 


Canners who agreed to cooperate in the quarterly stock sur- 
vey and who have not yet reported their stocks as of October 1 
are urgently requested to send their reports at once to the Food- 
stuffs Division of the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic 
Commerce, 

The Bureau can get out its report within a day or two after 
it receives the figures requested from canners and distributors. 
Whether the report will be issued by the middle of the month 
depends entirely on the canners and distributors. The Bureau 
is ready to do its part of the job, and do it promptly. It is up to 
the industry and trade to make good on their promises of prompt 
cooperation. 


USE OF TOMATO RESIDUES IN MAKING PULP 


The Department of Agriculture has called the Association’s 
attention to an apparent lack of understanding on the part of 
some canners that, in the manufacture of tomato juice and 
tomato pulp, the wet residue from the light pressing of whole 
tomatoes for the extraction of tomato juice may not be used in 
the manufacture of whole tomato pulp or other whole tomato 
products. 

Some canners who make both tomato pulp and tomato juice 
sort out the best tomatoes for the juice line. These are put 
through a cyclone or press, which is adjusted to give a compara- 
tively light pressure on the tomatoes. The solid portion from 
this press retains a considerable amount of liquid and this residue 
is sometimes added to the tomatoes going into the pulp-line 
cyclone. 

The thin juice that comes out of whole tomatoes with light 
pressure is different from the thicker juice that is removed with 
greater pressure. The Department holds that such residue from 
the light pressing of tomatoes has had a valuable constituent re- 
moved and is in the nature of a by-product and as such it may 
not be used in the preparation of whole tomato pulp. . The De- 
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partment states that this is in line with the position it has al- 
ways maintained regarding tomato products that are made 
wholly or in part from material other than whole tomatoes. 


@ CANNERS ASKED TO AID IN LOCAL RELIEF WORK 


In carrying out the policy that unemployment relief, to be 
effectively carried out, must be dealt with by each community, 
the President’s Organization on Unemployment Relief, through 
Mr. Eliot Wadsworth, chairman of the Committee on Coopera- 
tion with National Groups and Associations, has requested the 
National Canners Association to communicate with its members 
urging them to support and participate in local unemployment 
relief activities. Mr. Wadsworth states that appeals for funds 
will take place for the most part between October 19 and No- 
vember 25; but that it is not alone in the raising of money that 
help is needed, as the task of wisely rendering aid to the unem- 
ployed will call for continued effort in which many can par- 
ticipate. 

Participation in the relief work is thus made a matter to be 
decided by the individual, who best knows what he is able to 
do and what his community needs. Canners will doubtless be 
ready to do their part in meeting the problem in their own com- 
munities. If, because of the industry’s own difficulties, they find 
themselves unable to contribute as they otherwise would to the 
relief fund, they may find other ways to assist, among them 
some contribution of their own products. 


RELIEF COMMITTEE REPLIES TO PRESIDENT HARDING'S LETTER 


The Association is in receipt of a letter from Mr. Fred C. 
Croxton, Assistant Director of the President’s Organization on 
Unemployment Relief, replying to the letter addressed to him by 
President Harding, pointing out the possibilities of grave danger 
in the canning program promoted by the relief organization. 
After expressing his appreciation of President Harding's letter, 
Mr. Croxton states: 


While we realize there is some danger from use of unsafe methods by 
inexperienced persons, precaution against this possibility has been taken 
through cooperation with the Department of Agriculture. The directors 
of extension work have made their programs elastic to meet the emergency 
and in practically all instances the county home demonstration agents are 
directing this phase of the local canning campaigns. This gives reasonable 
assurance of proper methods and that steam pressure will be used for non- 
acid products, since all agents are supplied with this equipment or are in 
touch with its sources. 

This organization gives no instruction as to methods. All inquiries as 
to home canning are referred to the proper branches of the Department of 
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Agriculture. Others coming usually from mayors interested in municipal 
projects for unemployed persons are referred to your organization. These 
_— may account for the increasing volume of inquiries coming to your 
office. 


You may be assured it is not the purpose of this campaign to encroach 
upon the commercial market In no instance are these products to be sold. 
The concern is only for those who, through unemployment, have no buying 
power. In so far as possible such persons are being aided locally to can 
for their own needs from the local surplus of foodstuffs. 

We are glad to know the canning industry stands ready to do its part in 
the winter’s emergency and we feel sure there will be many opportunities 
for it to render invaluable service. 


FIGURES REQUESTED ON BEAN AND CORN PACKS 


The annual survey of the pack of corn and green and wax 
beans will be started this week by the Bureau of Foreign and 
Domestic Commerce with the mailing of schedules to all canners 
of those products. 

Proper cooperation from the industry will make it unneces- 
sary for the Bureau to get out a second request for these figures. 
If the schedules are returned promptly, the Bureau’s job of col- 
lecting and compiling the statistics will be greatly simplified. 
And what is of greater interest to the industry, the Bureau will 
be able to issue the figures at a much earlier date than last year. 

Corn and bean canners are earnestly requested to return the 
pack schedules at the earliest possible date. 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN SEPTEMBER 


Preliminary figures on the value of department store sales 
show an increase from August to September of somewhat less 
than the estimated seasonal amount. The Federal Reserve 
Board’s index, which makes allowance both for number of busi- 
ness days and for usual seasonal changes, was 84 in September 
on the basis of the 1923-1925 average as 100, compared with 88 
in August and 91 in July. 

In comparison with a year ago the value of sales for Sep- 
tember, according to the preliminary figures, was 14 per cent 
smaller. The aggregate for the first nine months of the year was 
9 per cent smaller. 


HEAVY DECREASE IN CANNING BEET CROP 


The production of beets for canning in 1931 is 41 per cent 
below that of 1980, while the production of green lima beans for 
canning or manufacture is slightly smaller than last year, accord- 
ing to a report issued by the Division of Crop and Livestock Esti- 
mates on October 9. These estimates are based upon reports 
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made by identical firms for the years 1929, 1980 and 1981. Fol- 
lowing are the figures issued by the Division: 


Beets 


According to reports by canrers on probable yield per acre, the indi- 
cated production of beets for canning in 1931 is 41 per cent below the 1930 
production and is 12 per cent below production in 1929. This comparison 
of production is based upon reports by 114 identical firms for the past 
three years. 

These firms represent a total of 6,730 acres harvested in 1929, a total 
of 9,400 acres harvested in 1930, and 4,890 acres planted in 1931. Judging 
by this comparison of identical firms, the acreage of canning beets grown 
in 1930 was 40 per cent larger than in 1929. The average yield per acre 
in 1980 was somewhat higher than that of the previous season and produc- 
tion exceeded that of 1929 by 49 per cent. A similar comparison for 1931 
shows the acreage reduced 48 per cent below the acreage harvested in 1930 
and 27 per cent below that in 1929. The average yield per acre for 1931 
appears to be larger than that obtained in either of the two previous sea- 
sons, but the total production indicated is only three-fifths as large as 
last season, due to the drastic cut in acreage. 

The table below gives, by states, a three-year comparison of acreage 
and production for the 114 identical firms that have reported to the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture: 


-—— —Production—— 
Forecast 

1929 1930 1981 1920 1930 1981 
State Acres Acres Acres Tons Tons Tons 
New York 1440 1,000 7.870 6,460 
New Jersey 700 800 350 4,000 6,000 3,500 
Ohio .. ‘ 140 120 200 600 420 900 
Indiana 2806 370 220 1,660 810 
Michigan 510 (60 2, 3,870 2,070 
Wisconsin 1,930 2,700 1,500 10,040 16,200 0,300 
Colorado an 210 520 140 650 3,020 580 
Utah 90 160 110 520 910 600 
Washington 180 200 100 1,620 1,840 650 
Oregon 550 Soo 180 2,3 2,360 850 
Other states * 500 1,140 670 2,500 3,310 2,550 


Total (114 firms) 6,730 9,400 4,890 33,160 49,470 29,120 


**“Other states” include: Delaware, Illinois, lowa, Kentucky, Louisiana, 
Maine, Muryland, Minnesota, Mississippi, Pennaylvania, South Carolina, Tennes- 
see, Texas and Virginia. 


Green Lima Beans 


Based upon the probable yields per acre reported by canners, the indi- 
cated production of green lima beans for canning or manufacture in 1931 
appears to be slightly smaller than production in 1930 and 4 per cent above 
the 1929 production. 

This comparison is based upon the acreages of 59 identical firms that 
have reported to the Department of Agriculture for the past three years. 
These firms represent a harvested acreage of 24,440 acres in 1929 and 30,650 


INFORMATION LETTER 2689 


acres in 1930; they represent 27,500 acres planted in 1931. In 1930 they 
increased their acreage by 26 per cent, but growing conditions in many areas 
were unfavorable and production was only 4 per cent larger than in 1929. 
The acreage planted in 1931 represents a 10 per cent decrease compared 
with the acreage harvested in 1930. The indicated yields per acre in 1931 
are above the 1930 yields in all states except Virginia. In this area the hot, 
dry weather of July resulted in a poor setting of pods and relatively light 
yields. 
The table below summarizes, by states, the reported acreage of the 59 
identical firms along with the yield per acre and production on this acreage: 


——Production——— 
Forecast 
1929 1930 19381 1929 1980 1931 

Thousand Thousand l'housand 

State Acres Acres Acres Pounds Pounds Pounds 

New Jersey 1,900 2,000 1,500 1,805 1,980 1,500 

Minnesota 900 600 800 891 

Delaware 7,660 9,300 8,240 9,652 8,184 7,910 

Maryland 8,230 4,000 3,860 2,681 2,240 8,783 
Virginia . 8,270 4,450 4,800 4,905 7,120 

Other states * 2,350 8,500 2,840 2,726 3,780 3,465 


Total (59 firms) 2444° 30,650 27,500 24,982 26,020 25,862 


* “Other states” include: Georgia, Illinois, New 
York, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, nnessee, Utah and Wisconsi 


CABLE RECEIVED REGARDING FOREIGN CONTRACTS 


The Association has received from the London Chamber of 
Commerce the following cablegram, with the request that it be 
communicated to the Association’s members: 

The executive committee of the canned goods trade section of the Lon- 
don Chamber of Commerce views with grave concern threats by contracting 
parties to repudiate their obligations on contracts in currency foreign to 
the sellers because of variation in rates of exchange, and where instances of 
repudiation are brought to its notice will consider what steps can be taken 
to assist members in their efforts to recover damages from the defaulters. 


TRUCK SHIPMENTS INCREASE SHARPLY 


Carlot movement of many fruits and vegetables registered 
a great increase about October 1, and prices tended downward 
for numerous products. Combined output of 35 products in- 
creased to 26,145 cars during the week ended October 3, but was 
still 5,500 less than moved a year ago. 

* Tomato shipments increased to 655 cars, chiefly from points 
in California, Utah, Indiana, Ohio, and New York. Pony 
crates of cauliflower were returning 90c-95c at Colorado ship- 
ping points. Most of the 225 cars of cauliflower last week orig- 
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inated in Colorado and Oregon. Movement of green peas totaled 
110 cars, almost entirely from California. 


SHIPMENTS 
Total Total Total 


Sept. 27- t. Sept.28- thissea- lastsea- last 
4, 


Commodity Oct. 3, sonthru sonthru season 
1931 1931 980 Oct, 8 Oct. 4 

Aggies , total 5,577 4,176 6,504 20,042 24,600 109,708 

stern states. 2,725 2,127 2,198 11,177 11,846 48,256 

Western states 2,852 2,049 4,396 9,765 12,754 66,5642 
Asparagus ... 5 2 3 3,742 2,745 2,789 
Beans, snap and ome 2 10 49 8,819 9,002 9,550 
Beets 12 11 1,567 
Cabbage 1,151 Os 1,424 24,802 28,1338 38,810 
Carrots ea 122 118 72 9,476 10,174 12,420 
Cauliflower ‘ 226 208 162 1,304 1,316 9,615 
Cucumbers 22 19 58 6,201 7,245 7,663 
Mixed deciduous fruit. 61 73 186 3,384 5,450 6,921 
Mixed vegetables ‘ 415 410 425 23,601 25,436 $1,180 
Peaches . : ‘ 182 3838 182 45,618 38,433 38,400 
Pears ..... : 823 S858 1,458 16,050 28,215 28,835 
Peas, green : 

Domestic .. ; 111 77 S4 6,646 6,540 6,800 
Peppers sd 19 58 2,658 2,368 2,786 
Plums and prunes: 67 129 61 6,053 8,681 8,716 
Spinach 20 11 9,441 0,460 9,636 
Tomatoes One 1,084 24,950 20,382 34,050 


FRANCE ESTABLISHES IMPORT CONTINGENTS 
ON CERTAIN FOODS 

Import contingents have been established for the importa- 
tion of certain livestock, meats and dairy products into France 
during the period from October 1 to December 31, 1931, by a de- 
cree published in the French Journal Official for October 1, 1931. 
Among items covered by the decree are canned meats, the quota 
for which is fixed at 700 metric tons. 


BUSINESS INDICATORS 
(Weeks ended Saturday ; weekly average 1923-1925=100) 


Oct.3 Bept.26 Sept.19 Oct.4 Sept. 27 Sept. 20 
Composite Index : * 


New York Times 68.0 68.7 88.1 83.6 85.2 

Business Week i 72.2 711 86.6 86.2 85.6 
Freight car loadings 77.0 775 101.4 99.2 0.4 
Wholesale prices (Fisher's) : 

All commodities 68.1 68.6 68.9 82.3 83.1 83.6 

Agricultural products 53.9 54.8 55.6 83.4 85.6 87.1 

Non-agricultural products 71.0 71.6 719 80.6 80.7 80.9 
Bank debits outside New 

York City cae 91.3 88.2 04.7 128.8 106.5 116.0 
Bond prices 97.1 90.4 101.4 100.0 100.0 108.7 
Stock prices .. 92.3 102.2 107.8 187.0 193.7 208.8 
Interest rates : 

Call money . 36.4 36.4 36.4 48.5 48.5 54.5 

Time money . 57.1 40.0 34.3 62.9 67.7 743 
Business failures . 183.4 118.7 104.7 100.8 119.9 122.1 


— 


* Relative to a computed normal taken as 100, 
t Revised 
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Oar Loapinaes 


Merchandixe 
Total Miscellaneous L.O. L. Other 
Week ended September 26 738,020 274,253 216,810 246,957 
Previous week " 742,628 275,555 217,912 249,161 
Corresponding week, 1930. 950,663 482,402 244,759 823 
Corresponding week, 1929.... 1,208,120 480,535 278,404 440,110 


CONDENSED AND EVAPORATED MILK PRODUCTION 


The Department of Agriculture has recently issued the com- 
plete figures on the production of condensed and evaporated milk 
and buttermilk for the year 1930. The following is a compara- 
tive statement showing the 1929 and 1930 production figures: 


Factories 
Products 
1 
Condensed eeten 

Case No. No. Pounds Pounds 
Skimmed ........ (a) 6 1,632,000 2,092,000 
Unskimmed 81 28 145,922,000 = 120,626,000 

Bulk goods— 

Skimmed 175 150 =202,475,000 158,971,000 

Unskimmed 7 51,689,000 62,421,000 

Total condensed milk 401,718,000 344,110,000 
Evaporated milk (unsweetened) : 

Case 
Skimmed 6 1,650,000 
Unekimmed 148 141 1,499,644,000 1,452,413,000 

Bulk goods— 

Skimmed .. 198 208 153,624,000 155,273,000 
Unskimmed 120 118 151,662,000 161,002,000 
Total evaporated milk 1,804,930,000 —1,770,338,000 
Condensed or evaporated buttermilk 
(including concentrated product) 107,288,000 96,431,000 


a Less than 5 firms reporting. 


PROMOTION OF CANADIAN-AUSTRALIAN TRADE 


Efforts by Australian exporters, including the canning in- 
dustry, to enlarge their business with Canada are noted in an 
article from the Sydney Morning Herald, received by the De- 
partment of Commerce from the American Commercial Attache 
in Sydney. The article states: 


Cai go to the value of 250,000 pounds (about $1,200,000) will be carried 
by the freighter Canadian Constructor when she leaves Brisbane on her 
“goodwill” voyage to Canada. In addition to large consignments of reg- 
ular lines of cargo, many sample shipments will be made, in order to test 
the possibility of capturing previously unexploited markets. A return voy- 
age will be made by the same vessel with a similar cargo of Canadian goods. 

The Canadian Constructor left Melbourne on September 1, with the 
Victorian and South Australian consignments on board. Cargo from Vic- 
toria included 67,240 cases of dried fruit and 43,000 cases of canned fruit. 
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In addition, 10,000 cases of dried fruit from South Australia were loaded. 
At Sydney the vessel will take aboard 43,000 cases of canned fruit. 

The State Treasurer announced that the Government would guarantee 
an overdraft of 20,000 pounds (about $97,000) with the Commonwealth 
Bank to enable shipments of canned pineapples to be made to Canada. 


BULLETIN ON SANITARY DRINKING FACILITIES 


A 28-page bulletin on sanitary drinking facilities, with spe- 
cial reference to drinking fountains, has recently been issued by 
the Women’s Bureau of the U. 8. Department of Labor. In addi- 
tion to a discussion of standards for drinking fountains and the 
types of facilities used in places of employment, the bulletin fur- 
nishes a summary of state laws for the prohibition of the com- 
mon drinking cup and of state laws, regulations and recom- 
mendations pertaining to drinking fountains in places of em- 
ployment. 


FARM PRICE INDEX LOWER IN SEPTEMBER 


The index of prices paid to farmers for farm products 
reached a new low level on September 15, being 72 compared with 
75 on August 15, and 111 on September 15 a year ago, according 
to the U. S. Bureau of Agricultural Economics. 

The groups showing major price declines for the month were 
fruits and vegetables, and cotton, and cottonseed. Only the 
dairy and poultry products group show an advance. The bureau 
says that the September 15 farm prices for practically all groups 
of agricultural commodities were the lowest on record for that 
month over the period covered by the farm price index, since 
1910. 

The fruit and vegetable group is the one exception to the 
21-year low level, the current September index of 83 for that 
group being 7 points higher than the low of September, 1915. 
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